BOROUGH OF ST, CLAIR
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLYVANIA
52 &

ORDINANCE NO,

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 8T, CLAIR,
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING AN
EXISTING FIRE DEPARTMENT ORDINANCE TO FURTHER
DEFINE THE ELIGIBILITY FOR ELECTION OF PERSONS FOR
THE OFFICE OF FIRE CHIEF OR ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF TO
INCLUDE INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS IN GOOD
STANDING OF THE ST, CLAIR FIRE DEPARTMENT AND
RESIDE WITHIN ONE (1) MILE OF THE BOROUGH LIMITS.

The Borough Counell of the Borough of St. Clair, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania (the
*Borough™), hereby enacts and ordains as follows:

WHLERDAS, Section 1201 of the Borough Code, 53 P.S, §46201, entitled “(oneral
Powers”, authorizes the Borough to make and adopt ordinances necessary for .t{ae proper
manugement, care and control of the Borough, and the maintenance of the health and welfare of
the Borough and its ¢itizens; and

WHEREAS, Section 1202 of the Borough Code, found at 53 P.8, §46202, entitled
“Specific Powers”, authorizes the Borough to adopt ordinances to secure the safely of persons or
propesty within the Berowgh; and

WHEREAS, the Borough a‘dup_l"ed Fire Depariment Qrdinancs No, 285 on November 10,
1982; and

WHEREAS, the said Fire Department Ordinance was eodified by action of the Borough
and currently appears under Chapler 10 of said codification; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to further define the eligibility for election to

the office of Five Chief ahd Assistant Fire Chief.



NOW THERBEFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY the Borough Coneit of
ihe Borough of St Clair, Schuylkill County, Penasylvatia, in accordance with the general
powors permitted by the Bdrough_ Code (53 P.S. §46201, et seq.} and the statutes noted abo;’c, us
Tollows:

Seciion 101, Tide,

This Ordinance shatl be known as the “St, Clair Borough Fire Depariment Ordinance”.
Section 102, Citation

This Ordinance may be cited as the “St. Clair Borough Fire Depariment Ordinance”.
Section 103, Scope,

This Ordinance is mean;_ to amend and updale an existing ordinanes concerning the
establishment of the Fire Department within the Borough as well as_the election of officers and
ather administrative matters,

Section 104, Esfablislunent

‘The sevesat yolunteer fire companies now in service in the Borough of St. Clair,

‘namely the Alert Fire Company, the Calumbia Hose Company, the Rescue Hook and Ladder

Company, the Phoenix Fire Company of Bast Mines and the West End Fire Company, and any
acditional fire companies located therein which may hereafter be recognized by the Borough
Couneil, shall together form the Fire Department of the Borough of 81, Clair, hereinafter
designated as the “Fire Department™,
Seetion 105, Officers.

The Fire Dc‘partmenl' shall be under the superintendence and direction of an officer o

Le known as the *Fire Chief” and two (2) Assistant Fire Chiefs.



Seetion 106, Eleclion of Officers.
The Fire Chief and ‘the Assistant Fire Chiefs shall be efected in the following manner;
| A, The President of the Borough Counell shall name three (3) members of
the Council us delegates and each of the fire companies comprising the Fire Depattinent
shall designate three (3) delegates (trustees) to meet in jo-i’nrt convention every four (4)
years on the third Monday of November for the putpose of glecting the Fire Chief and
two {2) Assistant Fire Chiefs,
B. The d’e’legates (trustees-5 shall present written evidence of their
au.thmimit'i'un t0. participate in said convention to the P’,resideﬁt of the Borough Couneil,
whao shall act as Chairman of said convention but who shall not have a vote thereat
unless he is one (1) of the three (3) delegates from the Couneil,
C, A majarity of such delegaies (trustees) shail constitute a quorum and
shall be necessary for the election of the Bire Chief and (wo (2) Assistant Fire Chiefs,
B. No person shall be considered for or elected to the office of Fie Chief or
Assistant Fire Chiel who lacks any of the qualifications for such offices as hereinafter
set fort,
Scetion 107, Results of Election,

A. The names of the persons clocted at such conveniion to the positions of Fire
Chief and Assistant Fire Chief shall forthwith be transmitted to the Borough Secretary.

B. Tn ¢ase such convention shall not elect any person to fill any of such affices in

the Birg Department, the candidates for said offices shall submit to an examination by thé State



Fire School, The Borough Couneil shall then appoint, as soon as practicable, a qualified
person tﬁ fitl the office, taking under advisement the results of the exanﬁn'at'ion given by the
State Fire School.
Section 108, Efigibilicy tor Election,

No parson shall be eligible for the office of Fire Chief or Assistani Fire Chief unless
they are a member in good standing of a Si, Clair fire company and reside within one (1) mile
of the Borough limits, nor shall any person be eligible to any sueh office who is not an active

experienced firefighter in good standing in his or her respective company, as detertnined by (he

sole discretion of the Borough Council, and a member of the Fire Department for at least two

(2 years.
Section 109, Term of Officers; Vacancies,

After election, the Fire Chict and the Assistant Fire Chiels shall take office as such and
shall hold office for four (4) years or until their respective stccessors shall take office. In case
of death, resignation or removal from the office or from the Borough of the Fire Chief, the
Borough Couneil shall appoint a qua'iiﬁea person to fill the office until the vacancy thus created
is filled by an-election held in the same manner as provided in Section- 106 of this Ordinance,
Such election shall be held on a date fixed by the Borough Couneil us goun as practicable after
the Council has knowledge of such vacanoy, and the result of such election shall promptly be
madé kh.oivn to the Borough Secretary. Thercupon, the person elected to fitl such vacancy
stall assume such office. In case the office of an Assistant Fire Chief is vaeated, it shall

likewise be filled promptly in the same mamner.



Section {10, Oath of Office.
Before assuming office ag such, the Fire Chief and the Assistant Fire Chiels shall take
an oalh, [0 be administered by the Mayor, to faithfully perform all the duties of their respective
offices,
Section 111, Removal of Qfficers,
The Borpugh Council shall have the authority to remove the Ifire Chief or the Assistant
Fire Chiefs for incoinpetency, néglect of duty or any other gause toyching upon the powers and
duties of such officer and hig relations to the Fife Departthent.
Séction 112, Compensation.
The Rire Chiel and the Assistant Fire Chiefs shall receive such compensation, payable

from the borough treasury, as may be determined from time o time by he Borough Council,

Seclion 113, Duties of Officers.

In the absence of fhe Fire Chief from a fire, the Assistant Fire Chief first to arrive ae
the scene shall take éo‘m-m&-nd*ﬁ fighting the fire until the Fire Chief arrives. The Fire Chief
or, in his.absence, an Assistant Fire Chief shall have full control over all fire apparatus and of
the members of the Fire Department in service af fires, It shall be the duty of the Fire Chief,
or un Assistant Fire Chief while serving as such, to superintend the Fire Department while
doing public duty; o give geperal and speelfic directions as (o the manner of fighting fires, the
ust of hose and apparatus and the specific duties and assignment of the various members of the
Fire Department in attendance thereat, He may suspend any member of the Fire Department

for inswbordination at any fire, He shall Keep or ¢ause Lo be kept complete records of all fires,



with information as preseribed by the Borough Council in order to ascertatn the causes of flres,
The Bire Chief shall make repoft to the Council, at each regular meeting thereof, of the
condition of the Fire Department and the companies comprising sich Department and the
activities of the Fire Department since the proceeding report, The Fire Chief and Assistant
Fire Chicfs shall engage in such ﬁrc—%revcntim acliviries as may be directed by (he Borough
Couneil,

Section 114, Scverability,

The pravisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any sec:tion, clause, sentence,
purt or provision thereof shall be held to be Hegal, invalid or unconstitutioual by any court of
compelent jurisdiction, suech decision of the court shall not aftect, inupair or invatidate any of
the remaining sections, clauses, sentences, pacts or provisions of this Ordinange. 1t is heveby
declared to be the intent of St. Cliir Borough Couneil thet this Ordinance would have been
adopted if such Illegal, invalid or unconstitutional section, clause, sentence, part or provision
had not beer included herein,

Section 115, Repealer,

The provisions of any prior ordinance which are inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency, Nothing contained in this
Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding in any court, or any rights
uequired or Hability incurred, or any cause of action existing prior the enactment of this

QOrdinance,



Secton 176, Elfecrive Date,

This Qrdinance shal] become effective five (3) days alfier the adoption hereof.

UULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED by Borough Council of the Bovough of St

Clair, Hd]ll}]klll Counny, Pennsylvania, tis j crny of 1ZZQQQ iy j@_z__ 2018,
in Tawtul sessron duby assembled,

ST. CLAIR BORQUGH

i fom /],,,;W/

WILLIAM M, DEMPSEY V
Council President

ATEST:

2o I8y

1\0! A\ID PRICE, IR,
Burougls Secretary

Approved by me his _fjﬁ__ iy of DQQG’\M hot, 2018

o ,f dﬁf‘//ﬁ L,M{f wK“ F .‘74

RIC.“HARD L=, IOMKD
Mayor



IN RE: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ST, CLLAIR, COMMONWEALTH
OTF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING AN EXISTING FIRE DEPARTMENT
ORDINANCE T'O FURTHER DEFINE THE ELIGIBILITY FOR ELECTION OF
PERSONS FOR THE: OFFICE OF FIRE CHIEF OR ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF TO
INCLUDE INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING OF THE ST,
CLAIR FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RESIDE WITHIN ONE (1) MILE OF THE
BOROUGH LIMITS, |

CERTIFICATION

[hereby certify that the within Oedinance s a true and correct copy of an Ordinance
endeted by Borough Council of the Borough. of St. Clair, Schuylkilt County, Pennsylvanid, on

the 4§ 77 day of l@_.g;—,_gg"“' ol . 2018.

Roland I
St. Clair Municipal Building
16 South Third Street

St. Clair, PA 17970
Telephone No, (570) 429-0640







